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Life and Death of 
ROSAMOND, 
King Henry the Second's 
CONCUBINE, 
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CHAP. I, 


The Birth, Behaviour, and Linageof Lady 
Roſamond. 


Here Sp2ang from that Anti= 

ent ard Noble Youſe of the 

Cliffords, a beautiful Damo- 

- fel, named Roſamond,vdaugh= 

ter to the Lozd Walter Clif- 

ford : her Jncomparable 

beauty was couched in her name : the 
was natures MWiaſter-piece, and one of 
the faireſt Boſes that ever flouriſhed in 
the Garden of the earth. This fair LadÞ 
as ſhe grew in pears, ſo did ſhe grow in 
favour , each pear adding a moitp to her 
perfection , who having attained ſome 
ripeneſs of pears, her beauty was the 
whole diſcourſe of the Country and 
City ;, Fame-did carry the name of Ro- 
{amond upon hcr nimble wings into ma- 
np fozraign places, whereby ſhe was not 
A 2 onely 
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onely the publique and common diſcourſe 
of our Engliſh nation, but even the table- 
talk of remote Countries, and fozreign 
people. Her modeſty was ſuch, that the 
ſought by all means to alap that far ſp:ed 
rumour of her beauty , bpa retired life ; 
but the moze ſhe chought to extinguiſh and 
quench that repo2zt, by ſequeſtring her ſelf 
from the epes ofmen, the moze ſhe was 
ſpoken of, and the farther was her pzaiſes 
blown ; at length her name began ts blom 
in Court, inſomuch that there was ſcarce 
any Courtier that did not eccho fozth her 
v:aiſes. She was (ſo honoured among the 


attendants of the King , that Whatſoeber - 


ſubject they talked of, and in what p2aiſe 
ſo ever thep delivered it, thep thought 
their diſcourſe not full , except the cloſure 
of it was ſtill of Roſamond : ſo that Ro- 
ſamonds beauty, which was heretofoze but 
Chamber talk inthe Court, and was but 
p:tivateiy whiſpered in peoples ears, now 
began to be noen-dap talk,fnd openly [po- 
ken of, inſemuch that the King took no- 
tice ofher unſeen , though not unheard of 
beauty, being defirons to behold that crea- 
ture, whoſe unlimited and ſounded p28iles 
the whole woz!d rung of, Chap. 
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How King Henry the Second hearing of 
Roſomonds beauty , could not reft until 
he had ſeen her, and obtained her love. 


Ye Kings unquiet thoughts would not 
ſuffer him to reſt,tifl be had been made 

an epe-witneſs of Roſamonds beauty : 
after (ſome time paſſed, he beheld her 
whole countenance he had ſo long deſired 
to ſe: and caſting his eyes upon her incom- 
parable favour , he perceived that thoſe 
Encomiums which in his hearing had been 
beftowed on her, were but as the glomp 
mo2ning to the lightſom dap, and came as 
far ozt of cxp2eſſing her comelineſs, as 
the ſable night doth the glozious non-tide, 
02 p blackiſh ſmoak to þ glictering flame : 
neither could he be ſatisfied onlp with the 
view of this beautiful creature , but ill 
his bopling bzeſt was vicxed with unlaw- 
ful and unbeſeeming thoughts : deſiring 
that there might be ſome nearer familta- 
rity and acquaintance between them : his 
thoughts ſlept not long, but many ſnares 
were by him laid to intrap her , and many 
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fo:ts erected to barter her unſfained purt- 
ty : msrp perſons did be ſet a wo2k),ſolict- 
ting her to pteld to his uncyaſte deſlires ; 
which ſolicitations were as darts caſt a- 
gaiinft a bzazen well, andcouldnot enter; 
which when the King perceived, the next 
oppoztunitp that pzeſented her unto his 
biew, he delivers his mind toher himſelf, | 
manifeſting his love toher , refuſing all | 
denials, and With gracions p2omtles, and 
intic ing ſpeeches, lefr her not tif he had 
gotten her favoz, and made her p2omilſe to 


fulfil his will. 
CHAP. UL 


The Kings hearing of Queen Elenoys Jea- 
loufie, builded a Bftver for Roſamond. 
in wordſock. 

'A Fter the King had foz ſome time en- 

joyed the companp ofhis late gained * 

Ladp, Elenor his Queen hearing that 

ber Lozd did too to much frequent the 

company ofhis looſe Damoſel,and percei- 
ding his affection tobe altered « eftarang-' 
ed from her, that was his lawful Queen, 
and to be fired on the beauty of another, 
uſed all the means that a womans wit, 
ſharpened with malice could invent, to 
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unty the faft, knit bands of their affeci- 
ons; which malice of the Queen towards 
this Ladp,the King ſoon perceived, and 
fearing that which afterwards hapned, left 
his dear Koſe ſhould come to any untime- 
tp death, errected foz her Labpzinth, with- 
in his own Palace at Woodſtock in Ox- 
fordihire, a place under ground ſo curi- 
oufilp wzought ; having many turnings 
windings and doozs belonging to it, that 
it was impoſſible, being onee entred, to 
find the-way out of it, without the gut? 
dance ofa clewofthzead. The charge of 
this place wherein this Paramour was 
incloſed, be committed to @ir Thomas 
Vaughan Knight, his ſure « truſty friend. 


CHAP. 4. 
While the King was in France, Roſamond 
was poyloned by Queen Elenor. 
A LL this while the Mueens malice 
was kindled, but now it began tg 
ew it ſelf, and bzeak into flames, ſhe had 
as thany windows, and devices in her 
heart to p2ocure the overthzow and dc= 
ftruction of Roſamond, as Wood(tocks 


Bower foz her lafety , which devices are 
| X 2 all 
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all ſet acing ; and the better to affect and 
b:ing this plot to paſs, ſhe (ets the Son a- 
gainft the fizre, who by her means and in- 
ſtigation , raiſed an army againſt him, in- 
tending to pull the Diadem from his Fa- } 
thers Yead. ULhilſt the King ts fozcab by | 
his B.ebellious Don,to haſt to Normandy, 
and to abſent himſelf from the companp 
of his Roſamond. Yis Muren poſts to 
Wooditock , and beholving the Bower 
where= 


of the Lady Roſamond. 


= wherein Roſamond was kept, aſſaped to 
enter : and having befo2zehand received 
ſome notice ofthe clew ofth:ead, takes it 
- (nherhand, and by its guidance is df- 
rected to the center of the Labpzinth, 
where ſhe found Roſamond fitting as the 
Sun within that little Wozld. Fatr Roſa- 
mond, when the beheld the gaftlp viſage 
and. meagure countenance of the jealous 
Nueen, confeft her foult, and craved par- 
don foz her offences : WBut all in vain, foz 
nothing could appeaſe her furp , no2 
=f quench her thirſt , but the blood of Roſa- 
#mond, who was by her inthat place de- 
od I pzived oflife by a Cup of Popſon , fo2 de- 
p:iving her of the favour of her King. 
She was buried at Godſtow fn Oxford- 
ſhire, where ſhe had a ſfatelp monument 
raiſed, with this following Epicaph on it, 

which was demoliſhed by a certain BiGop 
of that Dioceſs, not thinking it fit ſo ill a 
% liver Gould have ſo faira Tomb in ſo ſa- 
cred a place, 
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Her Epitaph. 
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He Rule of the World, 
But not the clean Flower, 
Is here now graven, 
To whom beauty was lent, 
In this Geave full ſure, 
Now is her Bower, 
Thus by her life was 
Sweet and Redolent, 
But now that ſhe is 
From her lite blenr, 
Thovgh ſhe were ſweet, 
Now towly doth ſhe ſtink ; 
A Mirrour good, for all 
Thar on her think, 


A Mourntfu 


DIIIY 


Of the Fair Lady 
Roſamond , King Henry the 


Seconds, Concubine ; | 


Who was Poyſoned to death by Q. Elezer, 
in Woodſtock Bower,neer Oxford. . |, 


V 7 hen as 6. Henry rul's this land, || 
the ſecond of that name ; $ 
JSefides 


The Life and Death 


i3eftves the Queen he dearlp lob*d, 
x fair and Pzincely Dame : 

Moſt peerleſs was her beauty found; 
ber favour and her face, 

A ſweeter creature in the wozld 
did never P2ince imbzace. 


Der crilped locks like thzeads ofgold, 
appear'd to each mans ſight, 

Her comeip epes like oztent Pearls 
v.c caft a heavenly light : 

The biood within her ch2pſtal cheeks, 
did ſuch a colour d2ive, 

As if the Lilip and the Roſe 
foz Waſterſhip did firive, 


Pea, Roſamond, fair Roſamond, 

" hcraame was called ſo, 

To whom Dame Elenor our Nueen, 
was known a moztal foe : 

The King therefoze fo2 her defence 
againft this furious Mueen, 

At Wooditock builded ſuch 4 Bewer 
the like was never ſeen. 


Moſt curtoufly this Bower was built, 
of ſtone and timber ſtrong, 


An 
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of the Lady Roſamond. 
An hundzed and fifty doozs, 
did to this Bower belong : 
And they ſo cunningly contriv'd, 
with turnings round about, 
That none but with a Clew of Th:ead, 
could enter in 92 out. 


And fo2 his Love and Ladies ſake, 
that was ſo fatr and b2ight, 

The keeping of that Bower he gav?, 
unto a wo:thy K night : 

But foztune that doth often frown, 
where the befoze did ſmile, - 

The Kings delight, and Ladies joy, 
full ſoon ſhe did beguile. 


Fo2 why, the Kings ungracious Don, 
whom he did high aybance, 
Againft his Father raiſed Wars, 
within the Kealm of France. 
And pet befoze our comely King, 
the Engliſh Land fo;look, 
Df Roſamond his Lady fair, 
his laſt farewel he twk. 


© Roſamond the onelp Roſe 


that pleaſeth beft mine £y?, 
The 


of the Lady Roſamond. 


The faireſt Boſe in cf the wozld, 
to feed mp fantaſte : 

The flower of mp 8ffcced heart, 
whoſe \wectneſ(s doth £xcell, 

Dy Kopal Roſe a thouſand times, 
Ibid thee now fare wel. 


'Fo2 I muſt leave mp famous flower, 
mp {wceteſt role a ſpace, 

Gnd croſs the Seas to famous France, 
p20ud Rebels to abaſe : 

ut pet mp Roſe be ſure thou ſhalt 
mp comming Ho2tly lee, 

And in my heart while hence J am, 
J'le bear mp bole with me. 


When Roſamond the Ladp fair, 
did hear the King ſap ſo, 

The (o;rows of her grieved heart, 
her out ward looks did ſhow : 

And from her clear and ch2pſtal epes, 
the tears guſht ont apace, 

Which itke the ſilver pearled dew, 
ran down her comely face. 


Her lips like to the Cozral red, 
did wer both wan and pale, 


And 
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And foz the ſozrow the concety'd, 
her vital ſpirits did fail : 

And falling down alliin a \wound, 
befoze King Henries face, 

Full oft within his Pzincely arms, 
her bodp did embzace. 


And twenty times with watrp eyes, 
he kiſt her tender Cheek, 
Until he had rebiv'd again, 
her ſences mild and meek : 
Why grieves mp Koſe my ſweeteſt Recſe 
the King did often ſay, | 
Becaule, quoth ſhe, to bloodp Wars, 
mp L0o2d muſt part away. 


But ith your G2ac2 in Foreign Coafts 
amongſt your foes unkind, 

WDult go to hazard life and limb, 
whp Gould Þ ſtap behind £ 

Nap ratherlet me like a Page, 
pour \wo2d and target bear, 

Thzt on mp ;Bzeafl, the blow map light, 
that ſhould offend pou there. 


D let me in pour Ropal tent, 


P2epare pour bed at night, 
And 
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And with {weet þaths refreſh pour grace, 
at yeur return from fight : 

S0o Þ pour pzelence map enjoy, 
no topl J will refuſe, 

1But wanting pou my life is death 
which doth true love abule. 


Content thy ſelf mp deareſt love, 
thp reſt at home ſhall be, 

Jn Englands ſweet and pleaſant ſopl, 
fo2 travel fits not thee : 

Fair Ladies bzook no bldody Wars, 
\weet peace their pleaſare b:eed, 

The nouriſher of hearts content, 
which fancy firſt vid feed, 


Mp Koſe ſhall reft in Woodſtock Bower 1 # 
with Pulick \weet delight, | 

While J among the piercing Pikes, 

- "againſt mp foes do fight : 

MWp Roſe in Kobeg of Pearl and Gold, 
with Diamons richlp dight, 

Shall tance the Galliard of mp iove 
while Þ mp foes 20 (mite. 


And pou ftr Themas whom J truft, a 
co be mp loves defence, 
ie 


of the Lady Roſamond. 
*e careful of mp Kopal Koſe, 
when J am parted hence : 
Qnd therewithal he tetchc a ſigh, 
as though his heart woulp -bzeak, 
Any Roſamond foz very grief, 
not one plain wozd cquid ſpeak. 
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And at their parting well they might 
in heart be grieved ſo2e, 
After that dap, fair Roſamond 
the King did ſee no moze : 
And when his G2ace had paft the Seas, 
and into France was gone, 
Mueen Elenor with envious heart, 
to Woodſtock come anon. 


- 


And fozth ſhe-cal'd chis truſtp Knight, 
"who kept this curious Bower, _ 

Who with thistlew of twined loving 

 from'this-famoux flower : 

And when! 
'the Mueen this thzead dfd:ger, 

And went where Lady Roſamond 
was like an Angel fer. 


But whe Nucen with Redfaft c) fs, 

beheld” POuern | , 

She was amiazedin 3, Y 
at her exceeding grace : 

Caſt off thy-Bob 's from thee ſhe {aid 
that rich and coſtty be, 

Aud d?ink thu up this deadly dzaught, 
which J have -bz ought fo thee. ” : 

But 


' of the Lady Roſamond. 


But p2oſently upon her knee, 
ſweet Roſamond did fall, 

And pardon.of the Muecn ſhe crav v, 
foz her offences all : 

Take pitty on my youthful years 
fair Roſamond did cry, 

And let me not with poyſon ſtrong, 
enfo:ced be to dye. 


_ J will renounce this ſinful lifs 
and ina Cloyfter bide, 
D2 elſe be baniſht if pou pleaſe 
to range the wozld (o wide : | 
And foz that fault which 3 have done, 
though J wag fo2c'd thereto, 
| Pzeſerve mylife and puniſh me, 
as pou thing good to 00. 


And with theſe wozds her lilly hands 
ſhe w2ung full often there, 
| And down a long her comely face, 
p20ceeded many a tear : 
ut nothing could this furtous Queen, 
therewith appeaſed be, 
The cup of deadly payſon fll'o, 
as the (at on her knee. 
| W 2 She 
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She gave that comely Dame £9dzink, 
who took tit inher hand, 
And from her bended Knee aroſe, 
and on her feet did ftand : 
And eafting up her eyes to Yeaven, 
he did foz mercp call, 
And d2zinking up the poyſon ſtrong, 
her life he loft withal. 


——— of 


And when that death thzough adery limb - _ 
had done her greateſt ſpight, - 
Yer chie feſt foes did plain confeſs 
ſhe was a glozious wight ; 
Her body then they did entomb, 
when life was fled away, 
At Woodſtock neer to Oxford Town; 
as may be ſeen this day. 
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of the Lady Roſamond. 


UW: OY EECLT LA IO TEITY: 
Dus you msy (& the fickie and un- 
conſtant ſtate of theſs that are in- 
habitMnts 


The Life and Death, &c. 

habitants , in this unſetled * Defaped 
wo2ld, though they are received into the 
favour of P:inceſs , and are made com- 
panions with them in Nightly Sleeps ; 
pe: all this is p2eſently fozgotten, and 
whe:. ce their frail and mo2tal bodies 
fall upon the E:rth, all their pomp and 
Honour per:Hheth , and is burted with 
them. Roſamond the that was (ſo highlp 
exalted {n her Pzinces favour , one 
ſmaHl d2op of popſon lays her as low as 
the Garth, and ſhe that was the onelp 
Flower and Koſe to pleaſe and delight 
the (mell of a King, in compariſon of 

whom , his rich Pomanders and eoftlp 
Odours were unſavozp ; pet now of her 


remains nothing good, onlp an ill and 


noplome odour to all pofferitp , accozding 
unto her Epitaph which was Jngraven 
on her Tomb at Godſtow, where ſbe was 
moft'ſumptuouſly Jnterred. 


